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Summary and Cammiant

Mortality with Gastric Bypass: Effect of Surgical Volume
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Complication rates for some surgical procedures are associated with hospital and surgaon
volume, In this stucly. ressarchers used a hospital-discharge database for all Fennsylvania
hospitals to examine the volume-mortality relation for gastric bypass obasity surgery
performed from 1995 through 2003,

Hospital and surgeon volumes were categorized as low. madiom. or high =50, E0=100. o
=100 procedures annually), After adjustments for demographic variables and comerbidities.
metality was significantly higher for patients treated at lo coliime haspitals
than for patients treated at high-velumes fhosp : : or both In-hespitat
and 30-day mortality. Surgeon volume also was ass DF= for in-hospital
mortality. about 3.0 for low- and madium-volurie suig -vollme
surgeonsi.

Comment: This study docaments an association betwesn case volume and mertality for
gastiic bypass obesity surgery: independent sffects of siirgeon volume and hospital volums
were not teased apart The authors believe that surgical volume should be ysed — alang with
other criteria — to designate formal “centers of excellenca” in bariatric surgery, However. a
limitation of the analysis s that the database did not includs information on body-mass indax
and other variables that perhaps confound the relation between volums and cutcomss
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